Parliamentary Inquiry into Alcohol-related Violence by Palk, Gavan et al.
This is the author’s version of a work that was submitted/accepted for pub-
lication in the following source:
Palk, Gavan R., Davey, Jeremy D., & Freeman, James E. (2009) Par-
liamentary inquiry into alcohol-related violence. Law, Justice and Safety
Committee, Queensland Parliament, Brisbane, Qld.
This file was downloaded from: http://eprints.qut.edu.au/41651/
c© Copyright 2009 [please consult the authors]
Notice: Changes introduced as a result of publishing processes such as
copy-editing and formatting may not be reflected in this document. For a




































 October 2009 
The Centre for Accident Research & Road Safety – Queensland 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































1 As measured by the consumption of five or more standard drinks in a single occasion. 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Approaches  to  policing  crime  that  advance  the  value  of  using  the  POP  and  SARA 
models  have  developed  from  the  theory  of  situational  crime  prevention  (for  reviews  of 
Situational Crime Prevention Theory see Clarke, (1997, 1995, 1983, 1980). Situational crime 











it  is  ultimately  the  conditions  associated with  the  situation  that  determines whether  an 
offence will be  committed  rather  than  the  criminal  characteristics of  the offender. These 
conditions generally  include a motivated offender, available target and the opportunity to 
offend which  are  common  elements  of  Place  Based  theories.  According  to  Clarke, when 
these conditions are available an individual with a disposition toward offending will make a 


































































































































Another measure to reduce assaults and injury in and around late night liquor trading 
premises has been to require alcohol to be served in toughened or plastic glassware. A recent 
well controlled study demonstrates the potential of such a measure to reduce the severity of 
alcohol-related violence in the night-time economy (Forsyth, 2008) However, while the 
severity of injury can be reduced it remains to be established whether the introduction of 
toughened or plastic glassware reduces the overall assault rates. Assaults are often related to 
the intoxication level of patrons and encouraging safer levels of alcohol consumption may be 
a more effective means to reduce assaults. In an attempt to reduce overall alcohol 
consumption levels, governments have brought pressure on the alcohol industry to increase 
alcohol prices by increasing the tax on alcohol. This measure has led to some success in 
reducing the overall level of alcohol consumption but the impact of increasing alcohol prices 
varies across cultures and the type of drinker (Osterberg, 2004). It has also been well 
established that promotions that encourage episodes of excessive drinking (cheaper or 
free drink offers) increase the risk of alcohol‐related harms (Homel & Clark, 1994). 













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The  prevalence  of  alcohol‐related  incidents  attended  by  operational  police within 
three  of  the  largest  cities  of Queensland  e.g.,  Brisbane, Gold  Coast  and  Townsville were 




et  al.  (2007ab)  studies,  participants  were  first  response  operational  police  officers  who 
completed a modified activity log over a 5 week period, identifying the type, prevalence and 
characteristics  of  alcohol‐related  incidents  that  were  attended.  During  the  study  period 
police attended 31,090 incidents.  
Overall,  approximately  one  in  four  incidents  attended  by  police  during  the  study 
period,  involved  alcohol  while  only  3%  were  drug  related.  The  most  common  incidents 
police  attended  were  vehicle  and/or  traffic  matters,  disturbances  and  offences  against 
property.      A  closer  examination  revealed  that  disturbances  and  vehicle/traffic  type 
incidents  were  almost  twice  as  likely  to  be  alcohol‐related  as  compared  to  the  overall 
percentage  of  incidents.  Similar  findings  were  evident  between  metropolitan  and  non‐
metropolitan areas which highlights  the  consistent  impact of alcohol on police  resources.  
Offenders were more  likely to be young males, while victims consisted of a relatively even 
number of males and females.   The findings highlight the pervasive nature of alcohol across 


















Incident Type  Metro North Gold Coast Townsville 



























































































































































Drug related 2% 
          (n=639) 
Alcohol related 23% 
Both alcohol and  
drug related 1% 
   (n=7116) 
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